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ABEAHAM  LINCOLN,  AND  LINCOLN  RECORDS  IN 
PENNSYLVANIA,  (a) 

By  William  John  Potts,  Camden,  N.  J. 

The  Neio  Eoigland  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  for  18 Go,  p. 
357,  etc.,  contains  an  extremely  interesting  article  on  the  ancestors  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  with  gome  endeavor  to  show  that  they  were  origi- 
nally of  the  New  England  family.  This  article  is  by  the  Hon.  Solomon 
Lincoln,  of  Hingham,  Mass.  On  p.  3G0,  he  says,  "In  a  correspondence 
which  we  held  with  the  late  President  in  1848,  he  then  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  he  stated:  'My  father's  name  is  Thomas — my  grand- 
father's was  Abraham,  the  same  as  my  own.  My  grandfather  went 
from  Eockingham  County  in  Virginia,  to  Kentucky,  about  the  year 
1782,  and  two  years  afterwards  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  We  have  a 
vague  tradition,  that  my  great-grandfather  went  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Virginia,  and  that  he  was  a  Quaker.  Further  than  this  I  have  never 
heard  anything.  It  may  do  no  harm  to  say  that  "Abraham"  and 
"Mordecai"  are  common  names  in  our  family.,' 

"In  a  subsequent  letter  written  in  1848,  he  says:  'I  have  mentioned 
that  my  grandfather's  name  was  Abraham.  He  had,  as  I  think  I  have 
heard,  four  brothers,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Thomas  and  John.  He  had  three 
sons,  Mordecai,  Josiah  and  Thomas ;  the  last  my  father.  My  uncle 
Mordecai  had  three  sons,  Abraham,  James  and  Mordecai.  Uncle 
Josiah  had  several  daughters  and  an  only  son,  Thomas.  My  father 
has  an  only  child,  myself  of  course.  This  is  all  I  know  certainly  on 
the  subject  of  names;  it  is,  however,  my  father  s  understanding  that 
Abraham,  Mordecai  and  Thomas  are  old  family  names  of  ours.' 

"It  has  been  stated,  upon  what  authority,  we  are  ignorant,  that 
'  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  great-grandfather  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  removed  frem  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Eocking- 
ham County,  Virginia.'  The  late  President,  as  has  been  seen,  spoke  of 
it  as  a  vague  tradition,  yet  from  the  following  facts  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  tradition  has  some  confirmation.  These  facts,  derived  from 
Rupii's  History  of  Berhs  County,  have  been  kindly  furnished  by 
William  B.  Trask,  Esq.,  of  the  Cenealogical  Society.  The  facts  are  as 
follows :  '  Among  the  '  Taxables '  of  Eeading,  the  capital  of  Berks 
County,  returned  by  the  assessors  in  1757,  is  the  name  of  Thomas 
Lincoln  (page  151).  'Exeter  Towhship,'  Berks  County,  was  settled 
prior  to  1720 ;  a  few  years  after  the  organization  of  the  county  (which 
was  in  1752),  the  names  of  'Mordecai  Lincoln'  and  '  Abraham  Lin- 
coln' were  found  among  the  'taxables'  (page  185).  In  'Union  Town- 
ship' Berks  County,  a  list  of  the  '  taxables '  of  this  Township  was 
returned  in  1758 ;  among  the  names  I  find  that  of  'John  Lincoln' 
(page  250).  'Abraham  Lincoln'  was  representative  from  Berks  County, 
one  of  six  representatives  for  the  years  1782,  1783,  1784,  1785,  (page 
482),     In  1785,  his  name  was  first  on  the  list.' " 

The  above  extract  I  have  felt  necessary  to  quote  in  full,  for  it  throws 

(a)  In  view  of  the  universal  interest  which  attaches  to  the  ancestry  of  our  Martyred 
President,  no  apology  is  needed  for  the  presentation  of  the  following  records  and  notes, 
which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  enable  other  genealogists  to  follow  the  clue  to  its  comple 
tion,  in  a  reliable  genealogy  of  his  family. — W.  J.  P. 
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some  light  on  the  items  which  I  have  collected,  and  will  undoubtedly 
give  the  clue  to  the  connection  between  the  Lincolns  m  Pennsylvania 
and  lead  to  their  earlier  history. 

From  the  copv  of  the  Friends,  Records  of  Exeter  Meeting,  Penn- 
svlvania,  made  bv  Mr.  William  J.  Buck,  and  deposited  in  the  Historical 
Society  at  Philadeli)hia.  I  tind  these  Lincoln  Records:  "Exeter,  mo. 
meet.  3  mo.  26, 1748,  William  Boone  and  Sarah  Lincoln,"  their  marriage 
was  "  Reported  orderly  accomplished."  "  8th  mo.  37, 1761,"  Ann  Lincoln 
(formerly  Boone),  condems  her  "outgoing  in  marriage,"  namely,  for 
marrying  one  not  a  member  of  their  society. 

"Ann  Lincoln  (Relict  of  Abraham  Lincoln),  and  Daughter  of  James 
Boone.  Departed  this  life  on  the  4th  day  of  the  4th  Mo.  A.  D.  1807— 
iiged  69  y.  11  m.  21  d.  14  h.  10  m.  and  was  Inter'd  at  Exeter  on  the 
6th  day  of  the  week." 

"  Th'e  aforesaid  is  written  in  a  large  plain  hand  on  page  9,  of  Book 
of '  Births  Marriages  and  Deaths  of  Exeter  Monthly  Meeting.'  The 
lea.f  containing  this  account  with  9  others,  has  become  loose  from  the 
book  ])eing  the  first.     May  9th,  1871."— W\  J.  B. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  (the  above),  died  1  Mo.  31,  1806,  in  his  70th 
year."— W.  J.  B. 

In  the  Records  of  the  old  Swedish  Church  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  the 
inscriptions  on  the  tomb-stones  of  the  branch  church  at  Kinsessing,  we 
find  the  family  names  of  Abraham,  Jacob,  John,  and  possibly  Thomas  ? 
These  records'are  written  in  English  from  the  year  1750.  The  name 
of  "  Lincoln  "  is  variously  spelt  in  them,  "  Linckhorn,"  "  Linkhorn," 
"Linkholn,"  and  "Lincoon."  In  one  entry  in  the  year  1758,  it  is 
properly  spelt  "  Lincoln."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  are  one 
and  the  same  name,  for  we  find  among  the  names  of  persons  from 
■svhom  the  vestrymen  were  chosen  (see  Minutes  for  the  year  1795),  two 
candidates  "For  Kinsessing,  Jacob  Lincoon,  Moses  Lincoon,"  p.  174. 
"For  Kinsessing,"  List  of  Candidates,  "Jacob  Linkhorn,  Moses  Link- 
horn,  1st  May,  1797,"  and  from  a  similar  list  for  1805,  "Jacob  Lin- 
coln." 

The  following  inscriptions  are  taken  from  grave-stones  in  the  yard 
of  the  old  Swedish  church  at  Kinsessing : 

In  Memory  of  JACOB  LINCOLN,  who  deiDarted  this  life,  June  5th,  1769,  Aged 
44  years. 

In  Memory  of  BARBARA  LINCOLN,  wife  of  Moses  Lincoln,  who  departed  this 
life,  February  28th,  1804,  Aged  32  years. 

In  Memory  of  ANN  LINCOLN,  who  departed  this  life,  February  8th,  1819, 
Aged  94  years.     Wife  of  Jacob  Lincoln. 

la  Memory  of  MOSES  LINCOLN,  who  departed  this  life,  February  22d,  1835, 
Aged  79  years. 

Sacred'to  the  Memory  of  MOSES  MARIS  LINCOLN,  who  departed  this  life,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1839.     Aged  19  3-ears  11  months  and  10  days.     Rest  in  peace. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  JACOB  LINCOLN,  who  departed  this  life,  November 
18th,  1848,  in  the  53rd  year  of  liis  age.     Rest  in  peace. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  MICHAEL  LINCOLN,  who  Departed  this  Life,  October 
16th,  1844,  Aged  43  Years,  4  Months  and  24  Days.    Rest  in  Peace. 

The  above  lie  all  together  in  a  row.  In  the  same  yard,  about  forty 
feet  distant  from  these,  are  the  following : 

In  Memory  of  ABRAM  LINCOLN,  who  departed  this  life,  Octr.  19th,  1811,  in  the 
60th  y<ar  of  his  age.  Also  ELIZABETH,  Daughter  of  Abram  &  Elizabeth  Lincoln, 
Aged  20  months.     Though  lost  to  sight,  To  memorj'  dear. 
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In  Memory  of  ELIZABETH  LINCOLN,  wlio  departed  this  life,  Feby  14th,  1855, 
in  the  83rd  year  of  lier  age.  She  lias  left  this  woild  and  gone  to  reat,  To  be  with  God 
forever  blest. 

The  Swedish  Church  in  Philadelphia  has  the  records  of  the  other 
churches  which  were  its  chapels.  Therefore  it  is  ])robable  that  the 
extracts  which  I  now  give  refer  to  the  same  family  wiio  are  buried  at 
Kinsessing.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Eev.  Mr.  Simes,  for  his  courtesy  in 
allowing  me  a  thorough  examination  of  the  records  of  the  old  Swedes 
Church  at  Philadelphia.  There  are  no  registers  of  any  births,  mar- 
riages, or  deaths,  prior  to  1750. 

P.  145,  Baptisms. — "  Catarina  Linkhorn,  at  Kingsess.  Born  16th 
June,  1751,  baptized  30  June,  1751,  her  Father,  Jacob  Linkhorn, 
Mother,  Anne  Linkhorn,  God-father,  Olove  Parlin,  God-mother,  Mary 
Eambo." 

P.  153,  Baptism. — "Anna  Linckhorn,  Born  8th  August,  1753,  bap- 
tized 23  September,  1753,  her  Father,  Abram  Linckhorn,  Mother,  Ann 
Linckhorn,  God-fathers,  Moses  Cox,  Abraham  Jonse,  God-mothers, 
Susanna  Smith,  Brigitta  Camel." 

P.  161, — "John,  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  Linkhorn,  Born  1st  February, 
1756,  baptized  28th  March,  1756.  Sureties,  Joh.  Justice,  Eobert  Faw- 
seth  and  Elizabeth  Justice." 

P.  168.— "Rebecca  Lincoln,  Born  11  December,  17.';7,  Baptized  27th 
March,  1758,  her  parents,  Jacob  and  Anne  Lincoln.  Sureties,  Andrew 
Bonde,  Mons.  Rambo  and  Catherine  Cammel." 

P.  183. — "Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Ann  Linkhorn,  Born  August 
17th,  1763.  Baptized  Oct.  2,  1763.  Sureties,  John  Walton,  Ludwig 
Stump,  Margeth  Campbel  &  Ann  Yockom." 

P.  192,  Baptism. — "  May  15th,  1766,  Jacob,  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann 
Linkhorn.  Born  April  1st,  1766.  Sureties,  David  Robinson,  Mary 
Rambo  and  the  Mother." 

P.  117,  Marriages.—"  Oct.  8th,  1781,  John  Linkhorn  and  Elizabeth 
O'Neal." 

P.  11,  No.  26,  Marriage. — "  Thomas  Linnon  (Lincoln  ?)  and  Ann 
Rhods,  by  License,  the  24th  day  of  May,  1753." 

This  name  of  "  Linnon,"  if  there  be  such  a  name,  does  not  occur 
'Once,  except  in  the  above  instance,  on  these  books.  The  entries  made 
at  this  time  are  very  badly  spelled,  and  these  two  facts,  coupled  with 
the  name  of  Lincoln  having  been  written  three  different  ways,  give  rise 
to  a  suspicion  that  the  above  may  be  "  Lincoln." 


A  LIST  OF  THE  FREEHOLDERS  OF  SCHENECTADY, 
BEFORE  THE  GRANT  OF  GOV.  DONGAN. 

[From  Rev.  J.  F.  Schermerhoen's  MSS.] 

Eeyer  Schermerhorn,  Symon  Folckertse,  Derek  Brat, 

William  Teller,  Jacobus  Peek,  Symon  Greet, 

Sweer  Teunisse,  Isaac  Truax,  Harme  Vedder, 

Jan  Van  Eps,  Akes  Cernelis  (Van  Slyck),  David  Marynus, 

Myndert  Wemp,  Jan  Eoterdam,  Fraus   Harmense  von    der 

Sander  Leendertse  Glen,  Tennis  Swart,  Bogasrt, 

Daniel  Janse,  Pieter  Jacobse  Borsboom,  Class  van  Patten, 

John  Maybee,  Benjn.  Kobertse,  Elias  van  Gyseling, 

Johannes  Glen,  Cernelis  Viele,  Gysbert  van  Brackelen, 

Karel  Slausen,  Glaas  de  Graas,  C'laasLauwerens  vander  Volgen, 

Sias  Swart,  Hendrick  mese  Vroman,  John  Pottman, 

Lewis  Cobus,  Adam  Vroman,  Pieter  CerneUse  Viele. 

Isaac  Switz,  Jan  Vroman, 
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AN  ADDEESS 
By  David  Pakson^s  Holton",  M.D. 


Delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the  Third  Anniversary  of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society,  February  24th,  18'72. 


Me.  Presideistt  akd  Fellow  Membees  : — Your  appointee,  after 
some  deliberation,  lias  selected  a  subject  which  has  at  sundry  times 
occupied  his  thoughts,  and  on  which  he  has  personal  conclusions, 
which  he  hopes  may  not  be  wholly  devoid  of  interest  and  benefit,  es- 
pecially to  those  making  or  about  to  make  genealogical  researches. 

The  selection  of  a  single  topic  may  possibly  be  more  acceptable  when 
we  call  to  mind  the  general  subjects  so  fully  presented  by  our  worthy 
President  on  former  occasions.  The  nature  and  uses  of  genealogical 
science  were  ably  portrayed  in  his  last  anniversary  address. 

He  then  presented  for  our  consideration  the  requirements  of  gene- 
alogy. First,  those  which  pertain  to  the  investigator,  viz.,  love  of 
kindred,  love  of  investigation,  an  active  imagination,  a  sound  and 
disciplined  judgment,  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  perseverance, 
patience,  and  tact.  Second,  those  which  pertain  to  its  arrangement 
and  expression  in  printed  or  written  form,  viz.,  exact  definition,  simple 
statement,  and  rigid  conciseness. 

The  same  gentleman  last  year  gave  the  history  of  the  gromth  and 
development  of  genealogical  research  in  the  United  States,  and  by 
special  request  has  this  evening  supplemented  that  history  to  the  pre- 
sent date. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  may  now  venture  to  approach  a  topic 
which  produces  a  divergence  of  opinion  among  genealogists,  regarding 
elementary  points  and  fundamental  steps,  which  need  special  examina- 
tion, serious  reflection  and  unwavering  decision  at  the  very  threshold 
of  genealogical  pursuits.  To  these  initial  points,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
your  attention  is  very  respectfully  invited. 

Previously  to  naming  the  subject  of  divergence,  let  us  say  a  few  words 
in  general,  and  in  which  all  will  probably  agree. 

As  man  from  his  incipient  existence,  in  passing  through  successive 
stages,  is  furnished  with  organs  and  apparatus  adapted  to  the  changing 
condition  of  life,  so  the  human  race,  in  its  progressive  stages  from  gene- 
ration to  generation,  finds  or  invents  new  agencies  requisite  for  its  for- 
ward strides  on  the  higher  platform  of  humanity. 

Man,  in  his  modes  of  development,  in  his  growth  and  decay,  and  in 
many  of  his  acts,  is  in  strong  analogy  with  animals  ;  while  from  them 
he  is  undeniably  and  unmistakably  separated  by  his  knowledge  of  an- 
cestors, and  by  his  ability  to  transmit  in  forms  legible  to  posterity  a 
record  of  his  own  experience. 

The  grand  characteristic  of  man  is  his  ability  to  transmit,  to  read, 
and  to  utilize  this  experience.  Discoveries  in  sciences  physical  and 
wie/f/physical  of  one  generation  thus  become  the  inheritance  of  all  suc- 
ceeding generations.    In  doing  the  best  acts  possible  in  our  several 


